BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL PARISH COUNCIL

GRANTS POLICY

INTRODUCTION

A grant is any payment made by the Parish Council to an organisation for a specific purpose that will benefit the Parish, or residents of the Parish, and which is not directly controlled or administered by the Parish Council.

Grants may be recurring (i.e. payments made on an annual basis e.g. for the maintenance of the active churchyard) or specific (one-off payments for a particular purpose).
POLICY

The Parish Council makes budgetary provision each year to provide grant support to local organisations for the benefit of the wider community.  The Council awards grants, at its absolute discretion, to not-for-profit, charitable or volunteer organisations or other worthy causes which can demonstrate a clear need for financial support to achieve an objective which will benefit the Parish and/or its residents.
The Parish Council will NOT award grants to:

Private individuals


Commercial organisations


Purposes for which other local or central government departments have a statutory duty to fund or provide unless such duty is devolved to the community or local level by agreement


Local groups where fund raising is forwarded to a central HQ for redistribution


Political parties


Religious organisations unless for a purpose which does not discriminate on grounds of belief

This list is not exclusive and may be added to at any time at the council’s discretion.

Grants will not be made retrospectively nor once work has already commenced.

In order to maximise the impact of the budget available, to leverage outside funding (often described as match or matched funding), and to secure value for money the Council will normally only fund up to 50% of the total cost of any project.  Any organisation seeking a higher level of support will need to advance exceptional circumstances to justify such a level of support.  It would be unusual for the Council to fund 100% of a project.
APPLICATION PROCEDURE

The initial point of contact for applications shall be the Clerk. There is no formal application form but applicants will be expected to provide the following:


Full details of the project


Any supporting information setting out the benefit to the community, including the numbers of local residents who would benefit


An explanation of why grant funding is required


Evidence that other funding has been/ is being sought


Where appropriate, evidence that governance and financial arrangements, safeguarding and other policies, insurance cover etc. are in place

Applications will then be considered by the Council which – at its absolute discretion – can approve, approve in part, reject or ask for further information on any application.  There is no right of appeal, although a revised application containing new information, may be considered by the Council (at a later meeting), at the Council’s discretion.
CONDITIONS OF FUNDING
Where a grant has been approved the following conditions shall apply:


A grant award can only be used for the purpose stated on the application unless the written approval of the Council has been obtained prior to any work being commenced


If the organisation is unable to use all or part of the grant provided any money unspent must be returned to the Parish Council which may in any event request proof of expenditure

Recipients must be prepared to provide any information reasonably requested by the Council in terms of both expenditure and the use made of any facility/ service grant funded by the Council

Nothing within this policy will prevent the Parish Council exercising at any time its existing duties or powers to provide financial assistance or grants to any body or organisation under the provisions of Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972.
Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk) 
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