BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd July 2020
65/20
PRESENT:


Cllrs Mandy Berrisford, Neil Bullock, Seb Daly, Graham Ecclestone, Dave Hales, Richard Head, Dave Karling, Tony Reah, Ian Walton and Chris Watkin.  

66/20
IN ATTENDANCE:


County Cllr Northcott.


Borough Cllrs Gary and Simon White.


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

67/20
In the absence of Cllr Bettley-Smith the Vice-Chairman, Cllr Daly, took the Chair.

68/20
The first item of business was the election of a Chairman for 2020-21. Cllr Robert Bettley-Smith was nominated by Cllr Bullock and seconded by Cllr Head. There were no other nominations.


RESOLVED that Cllr Robert Bettley-Smith be elected as Chairman for 2020-21.

69/20
The next item of business was the election of a Vice-Chairman for 2020-21. Cllr Sebastian Daly was nominated by Cllr Bullock and seconded by Cllr Head. There were no other nominations.


RESOLVED that Cllr Sebastian Daly be elected as Vice-Chairman for 2020-21.

70/20
The Clerk would arrange for Cllrs Bettley-Smith and Daly to complete the appropriate Declarations of Acceptance of Office.

71/20
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Bettley-Smith (other commitment) and Speed (work).


RESOLVED that the reasons for absence be accepted as valid reasons for absence under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972.
72/20
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items. 


No declarations were made at this point.

73/20
The Council considered the appointment of representatives to serve on outside bodies and internal groups.

74/20
RESOLVED
a) that the following members be appointed to outside bodies:

Conservation Advisory Working Group

Berrisford sub. Watkin

Madeley Locality Action Partnership

Reah
Rural Runabout




Bettley-Smith

Betley Trust





Hales
Village Hall Committee



Head


b) that the following members (or Clerk as appropriate) be appointed to internal groups:

Press Liaison




(Parish Magazine) Clerk to draft - to be approved by

Chairman, Vice-Chairman & Cllr Head







(Other media) Chairman & Vice-Chairman

Internal Accounts



Responsible Financial Officer (Clerk)

Sandy Croft Maintenance


Berrisford, Bettley-Smith, Daly, Hales, Speed

Memorial Garden



Bettley-Smith, Daly, Ecclestone, Hales, Speed

Website




Bullock, Daly, Head

Speedwatch Co-ordinator


Bullock

Traffic & Police Liaison Group

Bullock (lead member), Bettley-Smith, Daly

(with Mr T Townsend be invited to contribute

  as appropriate)

c) that members would only be expected to attend the Conservation Advirory Working Group when relevant items occur on the Agenda.

75/20
The Clerk outlined to members the requirement to carry out certain annual requirements: the appointment of a Responsible Financial Officer, Internal Auditor, Risk Assessment, consideration of Standing Orders, and schedule of meetings for the coming year. In view of the circumstances of the meeting it was agreed that these matters could be taken en bloc and it was RESOLVED that:
76/20  the Clerk, Gwyn Griffiths, be reappointed as Responsible Financial Officer and that Mr Tom Dunlop be reappointed as Internal Auditor.

77/20  the Council’s Risk Management Policy is considered appropriate and no change is required.

78/20  the Council’s Standing Orders are considered appropriate and no change is required.

79/20  the Schedule of Meetings for 2020-2021 comprise a meeting on the 4th Thursday of each month, but that no meeting be scheduled for August and December.

A member asked whether the Clerk’s intended retirement affected his appointment as Responsible Financial Officer (RFO).  The Clerk explained that in view of the difficulty in seeking a new Clerk during lockdown he was willing to delay his retirement until such time as a proper recruitment process could be carried out.  If a new Clerk was appointed during the year they would be formally appointed as Clerk & RFO from a specific date.  The Chairman expressed his appreciation of the Clerk’s willingness to continue in post and it was RESOLVED that the Clerk, and Mrs Griffiths, be thanked for  their continued commitment to the Parish Council.
80/20
Members considered the Annual Governance Statement for 2019-20 for submission to internal and external audit.  The Clerk advised that the Statement made reference to the failure to post the notice of electors’ rights within the appropriate time frame in 2019 and the remedial action taken to avoid any such failings in future.


RESOLVED that the Annual Governance Statement for 2019-20 be approved and signed by the Chairman (of the meeting)  and Clerk.
81/20
Members considered the Annual Accounting Statement for 2019-20 for submission to internal and external audit.



RESOLVED that the Annual  Accounting Statement for 2019-20 be approved and signed by the Chairman (of the meeting) and Clerk.
82/20
No members of the public had indicated a wish to engage in public participation.

83/20
RESOLVED that subject to the correction set out below the minutes of the meeting of 27th February 2020 be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman. 




CORRECTION:  Min. 56/20 - “authoriry” to read “authority”.

84/20
The Clerk reported that during the Coronavirus shutdown he had dealt with business as necessary, in consultation with the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and other members as appropriate.

The following actions, falling within the definition of Urgent Business, had been taken in accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders.

a) Payment of the annual grant (£650) for maintenance of the (operational) churchyard.

b) Submission of observations on planning applications.

c) Arranging payment of invoices as set out in the Financial Report from the Clerk’s personal bank account, to be reimbursed in due course by the Council.

Kirkwells

Neighbourhood Plan

£1,176.00
#

Stoke 6th Form Coll
Neighbourhood Plan

£   322.60
#

L Rimmer

Memorial Garden

£   130.00
#

Wix.com

Neighbourhood Plan

£   143.12
#


L Rimmer

Memorial Garden

£   860.00


Shires Pay Services
Payroll



£     39.60


Betley VHC

Hall hire


£     77.00


Springett Surfacing
Speed Monitoring poles
£   300.00


L Rimmer

Memorial Garden

£   250.00

( #  Already reimbursed)

d) The Clerk had also exercised the power to grant “leave of absence” to all members for non attendance during the suspension of meetings (27th February to 23rd July 2020).

85/20
The Chairman’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting and had covered the following matters:

A Group named VIPER (Village Incident Preparedness and Emergency Response) had been established in order to deal with the rapidly developing Coronavirus crisis.  The arrangements had proved fit for purpose and had proved effective and successful; the structure had been replicated elsewhere and had been featured in the NALC Newsletter.

A donation of £200 had been received in respect of a bench or fruit trees. Discussion with the donor had led to a walnut tree on the Memorial Garden, with a plaque to acknowledge the donor and the children evacuated to the village during WWII, being considered appropriate.

Work on the Memorial Garden had continued. The rose garden by the noticeboard is to be recreated, work to the rear of the Garden has been undertaken and poppies planted near the war memorial. The bin has been moved further from the bench as it is being used for dog waste; the Working Group feels that its replacement by a more attractive wooden bin would be appopriate.

Improvement works have been carried out to the BOAT (Bowhill Lane).

He had met with the MP, Borough Councillors and planning officers to discuss a range of planning issues.

Finally he wanted to thank Dr Patel and his team, and the village shop for what they did during the worst of the lockdown.

86/20
The Vice-Chairman had nothing to report which would not duplicate the reports of others or later agenda items.

87/20
The Clerk presented his report.  As previously indicated he had dealt with various items of urgent business as necessary.  He had provided guidance on various Coronavirus-related issues such as data protection, controlled substances and safeguarding (with support from NALC) as well as on keeping Sandy Croft available for public use (a similar site in Weston had been closed by the local Parish Council). He had been happy to quash suggestions that the Parish Council would be required to identify burial sites in the event of existing facilities being overwhelmed!  Once again the parish had displayed its community spirit and he wished to place on record his appreciation of the efforts of councillors and other local residents in responding to Coronavirus.

Prior to lockdown the Council had agreed in principle that it would support the provision of an additional speed monitoring device.  Mr Townsend, who managed the project on behalf of the Parish Council, had secured grant funding of £2,364 from the Bonfire Committee toward purchase, the total cost being around £2,700.  Such a device would permit regular deployment close to the junction of Main Road/ East Lawns. Members were invited to consider the matter.

RESOLVED that a further device be obtained, with the Parish Council funding any cost additional to that provided by the grant to a maximum of £400, and that Mr Townsend be thanked for his efforts in securing funding.

88/20
County Cllr Northcott presented his report to members, which included the following:




He was grateful for feedback provided during lockdown, particularly in relation to drainage issues.  He was pleased that some works had been completed; it was not possible to do them all as there was a finite budget.




Pothole repairs were still progressing even though restrictions on staff numbers in cabs were causing some difficulties.




The first Council Meeting since lockdown had taken place that day (the delayed Annual Meeting). A new Leader had been elected (Cllr Alan White) and a new Deputy (Cllr Philip White). There had been several changes in the Cabinet, but there were no North Staffs members in cabinet roles; all were from South and East Staffs.




Coronavirus was proving a huge challenge to the County though the infection rate was relatively low.  Services were cautiously being reintroduced, for examples libraries were reopening on a “click and collect” basis with returned books being quarantined for 72 hours. School return in September would clearly be a challenge and a Reset & Recover programme was being developed.




Funding for economic recovery was available to businesses and support could also be given to charities, community groups, village halls etc.  Details were on the website and advice was available via Cllr Northcott.  The Council had carried out a survey to assess the impact of Coronavirus which had produced some interesting figures - homeworking had increased from 5% to 47.5%; 48% of parents were apprehensive in relation to children returning to school.

89/20
Borough Cllr Gary White presented his report to members, which included the following.




There had been no Council Meeting since lockdown; the Annual Meeting was scheduled for 23rd September.




The Twon Deal Bid (£25M) was progressing; the relevant documents were on the website.




In regard to issues at Doddlespool the Environmental Health Department had carried out monitoring to see if a Statutory Nuisance could be confirmed. This had proved not to be the case but some changes had been made which should help the residents. He had met on-site with the Chairman and the M.P. and was pressing the Environment Agency having written that day in order to keep up pressure.




Initial planning applications in relation to Betley Court had been approved.

90/20
The Council’s representatives on outside bodies presented their reports.




Cllr Bullock updated members on police speed monitoring work in the area and also reported on a spate of thefts.




Cllr Head advised that, following a full risk assessment, the play area had been reopened.  It was planned to reopen the Village Hall for general use from September, with some limited use prior to then.  Appropriate equipment and signage was being obtained.

91/20
Members considered the following planning application.



20/00481/FUL  Rear extension and porch, Wellbank Cottage, Old Road, Wrinehill.



RESOLVED  The Parish Council has no objection subject to the use of appropriate matching materials not detrimental to the surrounding vernacular styling.

[Cllrs Ecclestone and Head each declared a personal interest in this matter as friends of the applicant.] 
92/20
The Clerk advised members of the following planning decisions:

20/00224/FUL  Variation of condition re tree protection works, The Piggeries, Bowhill Lane, Betley.  PC: No objection, subject to works protecting or enhancing tree cover.  NULBC: Permitted

20/00254/FUL  Various extensions and alterations (resubmission of previous application with additional evidence re footprint and volume of existing property), Green Valley Farm, Common Lane, Betley.  PC: No objection.  NULBC: Permitted.

20/00290/FUL  Oak-framed detached garage, The Elms, Newcastle Rd, Balterley.  PC: No objection.  NULBC: Permitted.

20/00340/FUL  Rear extension, The Dingle, Old Road, Wrinehill.  PC: No representation.  NULBC: Permitted.

20/00451/AGR  Agricultural Building, Deans Lane/Balterley Green Rd, Balterley.  PC: No representation.  NULBC: Permitted.  (As an agricultural application this was purely a matter of siting and design rather than the principle of development.)

In addition a number of urgent applications have been submitted and approved in respect of necessary remedial works at Betley Court. 

93/20
Cllr Head provided an update on the Neighbourhood Plan.  The virus had clearly brought progress to something of a halt.  The original intention had been to go out to formal consultation during the summer of 2020 but that had obviously been impossible.  Additionally there was still uncertainty about a new policy which could designate Betley & Wrinehill as a Rural Service Centre (RSC) within the Joint Local Plan (JLP).  The plan now was to consult in the autumn with a referendum following in May 2021.  Cllr Northcott advised that the Borough Council was seeking sound evidence for the idea of an RSC.  Additionally there were still difficulties in establishing realistic housing forecasts with different sources suggesting substantial differences in the housing market.



The Draft Policies within the Neighbourhood Plan had been circulated for consideration by the Council.



RESOLVED that the policies be accepted by the Parish Council as a Draft for Consultation.

94/20
Members considered issues relating to Council property and assets.  

95/20
Maintenance issues at Sandy Croft were considered.  Cllr Hales would check whether flailing was necessary; Cllr Karling was thanked for helping with watering of the community orchard; Cllrs Berrisford and Hales were authorised to continue with the previously agreed proposal to plant wildflower seeds in the autumn.

96/20
Maintenance issues at the Memorial Garden were considered.  The bedding was looking good and it was felt that the extra funding allocated had made a significant difference.  Consideration was given to the possibility of feeding the beds.



RESOLVED that Cllrs Daly and Karling be authorised to arrange feeding within the budget allocated.
97/20
The Clerk advised members that the Borough Council was unhappy with the proposal to place the replacement tree on the Memorial Garden toward the rear of the site and that they wished to see it placed at the site of the former Cedar tree.  Members felt that the Garden looked better without a tree at that location and that the Clerk should inform the Borough Council that a walnut tree to the rear remained the Parish Council’s preference.

98/20
Area issues raised by members were considered.  



RESOLVED that the usual contractor be engaged to trim the epicormal growth on the trees at The Wilderness.



RESOLVED that in view of continuing concern re the condition of the pavement between the centre of the village and the Village Hall the Parish Council continue to press the County Council for repair work to be completed.

99/20
The Clerk tabled correspondence received since the last meeting. 

100/20
The Clerk submitted to members a list of  payments made by him since invoices to hand and payments due, and the Financial Statements to date. No further Bank Statement, beyond that provided to the previous meeting, was available.   


RESOLVED that the Council 





a) notes payment of the following by the Clerk : 

16/6
L Rimmer

Memorial Garden

£   860.00

16/6
Shires Pay Services
Payroll


£     39.60

1/7
Betley VHC

Hall hire


£     77.00

2/7
Springett Surfacing
Speed Monitoring poles
£   300.00

16/7
L Rimmer

Memorial Garden

£   250.00

£1,526.60

b) authorises the reimursement of the above items, and the payment of the Clerk’s salary and expenses as follows:
G Griffiths

Reimbursements

£1,526.60

G Griffiths

Salary & Expenses

£1,188.36 

c) further authorises the payment of the following account:

Zurich Municipal
Insurance premium

£   696.57





d) resolves that the Financial Statement and Bank Statement be received and approved.
101/20
Members considered issues relating to council communication.

102/20
Date of next meeting: Thursday 24th September 2020.
