BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd January 2020
1/20
PRESENT:


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Neil Bullock, Seb Daly, Dave Hales, Richard Head, Ian Walton and Chris Watkin.  

2/20
IN ATTENDANCE:


County Cllr Northcott.


Borough Cllr G White.


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

3/20
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Ecclestone (away), Karling, Reah (work) and Speed (work).

4/20
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items. No interests were declared at this point.

5/20
There were no members of the public present to engage in public participation.

6/20
RESOLVED that, subject to the correction of “that had” to “that he had” in Minute 362 and the correction of “electrich” to “electric” in Minute 364, the minutes of the meeting of 28th November be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman. 
7/20
RESOLVED that the minutes of the special meeting of 19th December be approved, with the exception of Minute 395 which was felt not to fully reflect the view of the meeting and which should be amended as indicated below,  as a true record and be signed by the Chairman. 



Minute 395: The final sentence “specifically the funding should not be used to carry out any remedial works arising from construction works” be amended to read “specifically the funding should not be used to carry out any remedial works arising from construction works which should be the responsibility of the developer”. Additionally the word “highgway” should be corrected to read “highway”.
8/20
Members reviewed action points arising from the previous meeting.

9/20
The Chairman presented his report on actions since the last meeting.  He had attended the Mayoral carol service and had also met with the new Member of Parliament.  The previous MP had handed over correspondence relating to local issues as appropriate.

10/20
The Vice-Chairman indicated that most of the matters he had dealt with would be covered by agenda items. He had been approached regarding a local young person who was interested in carrying out local voluntary work as part of the Duke of Edinburgh Awards Scheme.  Members discussed potential opportunities and welcomed the offer.

11/20
The Clerk reported to members on issues relating to Parish Council support for St Margaret’s Church and churchyard.  He noted that a recent circular from the Staffordshire Parish Councils Association had referred to a Church of England document which had suggested that the fabric of churches could be eligible for financial support from Parish Councils which was not the case.  The Chairman had asked the Clerk to explain the legal position, and whether the Parish Council had been acting correctly in the matter.



The Clerk explained that the Parish Council’s power to incur expenditure was restricted to two fields:




1. Functions which the PC had statutory powers to exercise;




2. Other expenditure (known as the “free resource” or Section 137 spending) which, in the view of the Council, “is in the interests of or will directly benefit the area or its inhabitants, or of part of it, or of some of them”.



The Council had been in the practice of contributing toward the maintenance costs of the churchyard.  This was entirely proper as the Council was exercising its statutory power as a burial authority (Local Government Act 1972 Section 214 (1 & 6)) and the facility was open to all residents and not restricted to church members.



Were the Council to consider direct support to the church it would need to consider whether such expenditure met the requirements of Section 137.  In addition it would need to consider any implications in terms of equalities legislation.  However he was able to confirm that the past and current practice of the Council was entirely proper.

12/20
County Cllr Northcott presented his report to members which included the following matters:




368 pothole repais had been complered with 313 new potholes reported. As little gritting had been required the crews had been able to concentrate on road repair work.




The County had reviewed its services for carers of which there were believed to be 5,000 adult carers and 600 young carers. The intention was to register all carers, improve information, provide respite for carers (especially young carers) and support carer health. There was a need for better assesment and support and emergency response would be available when necessary.




A Staffordshire Strategic Infrastructure Plan was being developed involving key projects, partners and stakeholders in such areas as transport, education, health, utilities and flood protection.




The Social Care Ombudsman had formally found against the County Council on a case; a series of recommendations had been made which had been accepted by the council.




There was a £4.268M overspend in Quarter 2 of 2019-20, largely on children’s services.




A property strategy was being developed to ensure value for money and to encourage partnership working.




A drive to recruit additional foster carers had proved to be quite successful.



The Chairman raised the issue of road gullies and drains which had been neglected with the underlying issue not being treated.  Cllr Northcott indicated that there were substantial highways issues across the whole county and that the cost of addressing all of them had been estimated at £22 billion, which was clearly unaffordable.



RESOLVED that the Clerk liaise with the relevant highways officer, with the support of Cllr Northcott, to attempt to have the relevant gullies and drains not only cleared but also jetted to secure a longer term solution.
13/20
Borough Cllr White presented his report to members which included the following matters:




There had been no council meeting since the last Parish Council, but one was scheduled for next Wednesday.




The Joint Local Plan (JLP) was starting to be briefed out to members and the process would up its pace between now and March.




The Council had secured £780,000 for electric charging points, and £150,000 to prepare the case for a “Town Deal” scheme for Newcastle and Kidsgrove.




The Council and the Evening Sentinel were launching a new “Our Borough Heroes” initiative to recognise people who went “above and beyond” for their community, particularly young people.




He had been made aware of the Parish Council’s disappointment regarding the community clean-up day but requested that he would have liked the opportunity to have been involved and to respond when the matter had been discussed.

14/20
A member asked for an update, if possible, on the Borough Council’s response to the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) in the light of the emerging JLP.  Cllr Northcott indicated that the Baldwins Gate NP had now been signed off and formally adopted and that it had been accepted as consistent with the JLP.  There would be a presentation to parish councils as part of consultation on the JLP at which the implications for such parishes could be discussed.  The Draft JLP would be published in two parts.  The Policies would be published within the next few weeks; the site-specific allocations would follow in the summer of 2020.  There had been an intimation that Betley could be designated as a Rural Service Centre/ Rural Hub because of the range of services it could provide.  This might result in the parish being expected to provide housing allocations, perhaps on the scale of double-figure provision.  It was pointed out that “double-figure” could mean anything between 10 and 99, which implied a range which would have very different impacts on the character and appearance of the village.
15/20
The Council’s representatives on outside bodies reported. There were no matters requiring the attention of the council.

16/20
There was nothing to report in respect of the Rural Runabout transport scheme. As the scheme was operating efficiently it was RESOLVED that there was no need for it to continue as a standing agenda item.
17/20
The Clerk advised that no urgent business had been conducted since the last meeting.

18/20
There was nothing further to consider in relation to the fire at Betley Court. It was agreed to consider fire resilience issues at the February meeting.

19/20
There were no planning applications to be considered.

20/20
The Clerk advised that notice of the following planning decisions had been received:



19/00788  Conversion of triple garage to residential property, Ravenscourt House, 



Main Road - PERMITTED



19/00875 and various conditions related to 17/00968  Residential development at 



former Wrinehill Garage, Wrinehill - PERMITTED (other than CN04 - still pending)

21/20
There was nothing specific to report reported in relation to commemorating the 75th anniversary of VE Day in 2020.  All arrangements were proceeding in a satisfactory manner.

22/20
Members considered the proposal to close All Saints Church, Balterley.



RESOLVED that the Council has no objection to the proposal.
23/20
Members considered a final budget and precept for 2020-21.  A provisional decision had been approved in November subject to any changes which might be required in the light of any changes to tax base, grant support etc. since that meeting.  The Clerk confirmed that no such changes were necessary and that the November decision could be confirmed.  The effect would be an increase in the Council Tax payable by each Band D household of 34p per year. [NOTE: This figure was in fact in error, and the actual increase would be one of 54p per year]



RESOLVED that the decision of the November meeting be confirmed and the precept for 2020-21 be set at £16,624. 

24/20
The Clerk advised that he had nothing new to report in relation to HS2, although there was clearly much speculation about the future of the project.  It appeared that the traffic issues on Den Lane had eased in recent weeks.

25/20
Cllr Head provided an update on the Neighbourhood Plan (NP).  A Consultation Action Plan had been prepared and supplied to all members for consideration.  Discussions continued with the consultants and with relevant planning officers as appropriate.  The publication of the JLP could well challenge some of the assumptions which had been made in drawing up the draft NP, and had already resulted in additional support being required from the consultants advising the Steering Group.  This would have implications for the funding of the NP, with the grant funding obtained from the Government already committed.  The Group was minded to press on with the NP and to make any necessary adjustments as they appear necessary, but an alternative would be to pause the process to await the JLP.  However, given the uncertain timetable for the Borough and City Councils to continue with the JLP this seemed unwise.



The Clerk advised that the Parish Council remained responsible as the sponsor of the NP and the Steering Group sought the Council’s guidance on how it should proceed.  The Clerk also commented on the volume and quality of the work carried out by members of the Steering Group.  In his view the community was fortunate in having such a committed and proficient group of residents willing to volunteer to carry out this role.



RESOLVED
a) that the report be noted and that the Group be encouraged to press on with the process and to progress as appropriate;





b) that the financial position be reviewed at the next meeting.

26/20
A Community Speed Watch (CSW) session had been carried out earlier that day as part of a national effort.  Of 556 vehicles monitored some eight or nine had been speeding.  It was still unclear what the “review” being carried out by Staffordshire involved, nor what implications there might be for the future of the CSW scheme.

27/20
Members considered issues relating to Council property and assets.  Members discussed a potential wildflower meadow on Sandy Croft and the need to remove the Christmas Tree on the Memorial Garden, and the need to plant a replacement for the felled Cedar.



RESOLVED 
a) that a further attempt be made to establish a wildflower meadow in 2020 on part of Sandy Croft;





b) that Cllr Berrisford would obtain suitable seeds, within the budget provided, and that Cllr Hales would arrange sowing;





c) that the Christmas Tree would be removed by councillors on Sunday;





d) that guidance from the Borough Council be sought on an appropriate spoecies for the Memorial Garden given its location and ground conditions.

28/20
Area issues raised by members were considered.  There were no matters requiring decision, but it was noted that work on rebuilding the Broughton Arms was expected to start within the next week.

29/20
The Clerk tabled correspondence received since the last meeting. There were no matters requiring decision. Cllr Bullock had drawn to members’ attention a proposed national relaunch of Neighbourhood Watch via a social media platform.  It was agreed that Cllr Bullock would draft an article for the parish magazine inviting residents to express an interest if they wished to engage with such a scheme.
30/20
Members considered arrangements for the recruitment of a Parish Clerk to succeed Mr Griffiths on his retirement.  A draft job description had been prepared by the Clerk and would be considered by the Working Group appointed at the November meeting.

31/20
The Clerk submitted to members a list of  invoices to hand and payments due, and the Financial and Bank Statements to date.   



RESOLVED
a) that the Council authorises payment of the following : 



G Griffiths


Salary/ Expenses
£   811.78
1397



E-on



Electricity (Meml Gdn)










£       5.51
1398





b) that the Financial Statement be received;





c) that the Bank Statement, having been inspected by the Chairman be noted and the reconciliation verified and be signed by the Chairman.

32/20
Members considered issues relating to council communication.

33/20
Date of next scheduled meeting: Thursday 27th February 2020.
