BETLEY, BALTERLEY & WRINEHILL

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 29th October 2019
322/19
PRESENT:


Cllrs Robert Bettley-Smith, Mandy Berrisford, Neil Bullock, Graham Ecclestone, Dave Hales, Richard Head, Dave Karling, Tony Reah, Frank Speed, Ian Walton and Chris Watkin.  

323/19
IN ATTENDANCE:


County Cllr Northcott (from min.334).


Gwyn Griffiths (Clerk).

324/19
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Daly (away) and from Borough Cllrs G & S White.  An apology for late arrival had been received from County Cllr Northcott.

325/19
Members considered the declaration of interests in agenda items. Cllrs Bullock and Head each declared a personal interest in matters relating to Betley Court through their connections to the owner and tenants. Cllr Speed also declared a personal interest as an adjacent landowner.  Cllrs Bettley-Smith and Head, together with the Clerk, each declared a personal interest in planning application 19/00788 as the applicant was actively involved in the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group with which they were also connected.

326/19
No members of the public were present to engage in public participation.

327/19
RESOLVED that subject to the correction set out below the minutes of the meeting of 26th September be approved as a true record and be signed by the Chairman. 




CORRECTION:    
Min. 279/19 “vailable” to read “available”.

328/19
Members reviewed the list of Action Points from the July meeting.  All had been progressed and/or would be further considered later in the meeting.

329/19
The Chairman advised that his actions since the last meeting would be dealt with as agenda items.

330/19
The Council’s representatives on outside bodies reported as follows.

331/19
Cllr Head advised that the AGM of the Village Hall Committee would take place on 28th October.  The Clerk advised that following his reappointment at the Council’s Annual Meeting Cllr Head remained as the Council’s representative on the Committee and was eligible to take any position to which the AGM might appoint him.  The Committee had a litterbin which they were intending to remove due to its being abused.  It could be made available to the Council or any other local organisation.



RESOLVED that the Council thanks the Committee for the offer but does not feel it could make use of a litterbin at this time.
332/19
Cllr Hales advised that the Betley Trust had met during October.  Mr Ball was now leading the Trust and all was in good order.

333/19
Cllr Bullock advised on progress with the Safer Neighbourhoods Panel.  Data Champions, of which he was one, had met and he was now the lead member on the Stop and Search audit.

[County Cllr Northcott joined the meeting at this point]

334/19
County Cllr Northcott presented his report to the meeting, which included the following:




A Draft Consultation on the Staffordshire Transformation Programme in Health would take place during 2020.  There was evidence of significant staff shortfall in the area which they would seek to address by stronger partnership working.




From 1st October the phoneline for public highways reports had been removed; in future reports could only be made online. He was concerned for the 5% of the population who had no internet access and work was underway to allow this group to be captured.




Drains and gullies in the area had been investigated and 19 severely blocked drains had been identified. He had been quoted £25,000 to clear them all which was beyond his available budget. He had asked for the most important to be prioritised to be carried out within a £12,500 budget.




378 potholes had been repaired the previous week; 123 new potholes had been reported.




The Borough Council had now passed its status as a Qualifying Authority in respect to HS2 to the County Council.  This would permit SCC to comment on the detailed elements such as vehicle and waste movement etc.  Extra resources would be made available to deal with the many planning applications which would arise but the eight week window for response would be maintained meaning that affected communities would need to be alert to applications and quick in responding.  The planning process would continue despite the pause in works during the current Review of the project.




The County was planning to build two new homes for elderly care and to refurbish a third.




The most recent figures indicated an unemployment rate of 1.8% in Staffordshire.

335/19
In the absence of the Borough Councillors Cllr Northcott also provided an update on Borough Council matters.




The Car Park Strategy would introduce £1 parking after 1pm, more electric charging points and modernised payment methods.




The revamp of the CCTV system had been approved following a call-in.  In future it would be cloud-based which would allow deployment to the rural area if necessary or appropriate.




Significant changes were underway at senior officer level, including a new Head of Commercial & Growth, an interim Planning Officer, a new Head of Human Resources and a new Head of Planning (to start in the New Year).




An outline digital strategy had been considered by Cabinet. The Rough Sleepers Initiative had been reaffirmed with an increased budget; however there had been a recent spate of professional beggars in the town, abusing the generosity of residents.




A draft medium term financial strategy would aim to “invest to save” to 2025 to build the Council’s longer term financial stability.




The bid for a Future High Street Fund grant for seed money had been successful and would allow the council to develop a comprehensive scheme to revitalise the town centre.




The Council was addressing air quality issues highlighted by DEFRA, particularly in the Basford Bank area. The planned Festival Park - Wolstanton by-pass would assist.




The Draft Joint Local Plan (JLP) was expected in early spring 2020.  The Plan Period would now extend to 2037 which would require housing figures to be reassessed.  It was important that the JLP would tie in with the local Neighbourhood Plan.  He felt it was very unlikely that the Betley area would be directly affected as development was to be directed toward key service centres.

336/19
The Clerk advised members that they should consider whether the press and public should be excluded during consideration of the Chairman’s report on the Rural Runabout scheme.



RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded during consideration of this item under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 Sn100A Schedule 12A Part I Paras 7 and 12 as it may relate to “information relating to the financial affairs of any person” and “any action to be taken in connection with legal proceedings or the determination of any matter affecting the authority”, and that it is considered to be in the public interest to so exclude.
337/19
The Chairman updated members on the Rural Runabout scheme.  As Chairman of the Rural Runabout he was able to report that the scheme was still operational and viable and that key officers were now in place.  The scheme would shortly be holding its AGM at which all of the partners (the six local parish councils) would be able to discuss the future operation of the scheme.



RESOLVED
that the Chairman’s report be received and the actions taken be endorsed.

338/19
RESOLVED that the press and public be readmitted.
339/19
Members considered issues arising from the fire at Betley Court. A meeting had been held on Tuesday (22nd October) at which representatives of the Fire Service had been present.  Although the public attendance had been limited it had been a very important meeting and a number of misconceptions had been corrected.  A series of  further actions had been agreed as identified in the minutes of the meeting.

340/19
Members considered the following planning application.



19/00788/FUL  Conversion and extension of existing triple garage to form dwelling, Ravens Court House, Main Road, Betley.



RESOLVED
The Parish Council has received an objection to the application stating that it is deficient in a material particular in that it does not address the requirement of Paragraph 189 of the National Planning Policy Framework by failing to include a statement of significance.  The Local Planning Authority (LPA) will therefore need to assure itself that the application is complete and valid.



If the LPA considers the application valid the Parish Council objects on the following grounds:




* the form and scale of the development proposed may impact adversely on the openness of the Green Belt and on the character of the Conservation Area;




* if granted the development may lead to further development of parking areas and replacement garages for two dwellings, further impacting on the Green Belt and Conservation Area;




* the Parish Council understands that a previous application for a dwelling within the curtilage has been refused (03/00577/FUL).



If the LPA is minded to grant permission Permitted Development Rights should be withdrawn so that further development within the Green Belt and Conservation Area can be strictly controlled.

341/19
The Clerk advised members of the following planning decision notices.

19/00491/FUL  Erection of farm manager’s dwelling, land adjacent to The Old Hall Farm, Betley - REFUSED

19/00492/FUL  Extensions and alterations, Green Valley Farm, Common Lane, Betley - REFUSED

18/00928/AGR  Agricultural building, land south of Checkley Lane, Wrinehill - WITHDRAWN

342/19
The Clerk advised members that the appeal against the refusal of housing at Brassington Terrace, Den Lane, Wrinehill had been dismissed.

343/19
Cllr Reah reported on progress in relation to commemorating the 75th anniversary of VE Day in 2020. They were still awaiting timings for the planned fly-past around which other elements would be planned.  A marquee had been arranged and a singer booked. A hundred vehicles would be on display and funding was in place.  The group would be meeting again on 6th November.  Cllr Reah was again thanked for his work on this project.

344/19
Cllr Reah reported on the community clean-up day on Friday 8th November.  Dlyers would be placed on parked cars asking for them to be moved to allow gullies to be cleaned.  It would be helpful if volunteers could loosen gully vegetation to allow the sweeping to be more effective.  It was also felt that a litterpick between the Broughton Arms and Betley, and taking in Back Lane, could be worthwhile.

345/19
The Clerk advised that he had nothing new to report in relation to HS2.  

346/19
Cllr Head provided an update on the Neighbourhood Plan.  Members of the Working Group had met the previous day with Peter Hamilton, the Borough’s neighbourhood planning officer, who had advised that a period of reflection might be appropriate.  The delay to the Draft Local Plan, with the uncertainty regarding changes which might be made, including the slight possibility of Betley being designated as a Rural Service Centre, could have a significant impact on the Neighbourhood Plan.  The Working Group therefore felt that the process should be held back pending the Draft JLP.



The Clerk presented a paper setting out the Plan’s financial position and the possibility of further funding being necessary.



RESOLVED
a) that the Clerk’s paper be received;





b) that the underspend on the appropriate budget line in 2018-19, and any underspend in 2019-20, be allocated to the Neighbourhood Plan;





c) that the budgetary provision of £1,000 be maintained in the 2020-21 budget.
347/19
Members considered issues relating to Council property and assets.  



RESOLVED 
a) that a Christmas Tree for the Memorial Garden be obtained on the terms outlined by the Clerk;





b) that winter bedding be arranged on the usual terms.

348/19
Area issues raised by members were considered.Comments had been received about ball games on the Memorial Garden. This was felt to be both inappropriate and potentially hazardous and a note would be placed in the parish magazine, and the situation monitored.  



Concern had also been expressed about the lack of progress on the redevelopment of the garage site at Wrinehill.  The Council had tried to engage with the landowner but, although planning permission had been sought and obtained on two separate occasions, progress was entirely in their hands and it seemed that they did not wish to proceed at the present time.



A councillor had received complaints regarding HGV traffic on Den Lane servicing earthmoving operations in Blakenhall with residents asking if this was associated with HS2, in which case prior notice should have been given.  The Clerk had been able to establish that the works were not connected to HS2 and were therefore subject only to planning control by Cheshire East to whom the matter would be referred.

349/19
The Clerk tabled correspondence received since the last meeting. There were no matters requiring decision. The Chairman had received a letter regarding pavement issues in the parish. The Clerk would respond explaining the Parish Council’s efforts in addressing the issue.
350/19
Members considered a request for funding from the Locality Action Partnership (LAP).



RESOLVED
that, subject to the other partner Parish Councils contributing, a grant of £100 be made.
351/19
The Clerk submitted to members a list of  invoices to hand and payments due, and the Financial and Bank Statements to date.   



RESOLVED
a) that the Council authorises payment of the following : 



Kirkwells


Neighbourhood Plan
£1,692.12
1381



Betley Village Hall

Hall hire

£   198.00
1382



Shires Pay Services

Payroll

£     33.00
1383




b) that the Financial Statement be received;





c) that the Bank Statement, having been inspected by the Chairman be noted and the reconciliation verified and be signed by the Chairman.

352/19
Members considered issues relating to council communication.

353/19
Date of next meeting: Thursday 28th November 2019.
